
Items pertaining to Santa Catalina Island 
Assembled by Catherine MacLean Loud (Mrs. Oliver S. Loud)(1899-1984), resident of Avalon 

 
Her writings 
 
Avalon Town I (a). November 5, 1947 and after. Manuscript in pencil, 80 pages written on 
memorandum pad. Divided into 17 chapters as follows: 
Chapter 1: Pioneering Days (pages 1-4) November 5, 1947 
Chapter 2: Untitled (pages 5-11) November 5-7, 1947 
Chapter 3: Untitled (pages 12-17) Page 16 dated January 2, 1948 
Chapter 4: Untitled (pages 18-20) 
Chapter 5: Untitled (pages 21-27) 
Chapter 6: Trees/Firsts/Houses (pages 28-34) 
Chapter 7: Untitled (pages 35-37) 
Chapter 8: Untitled (pages 38-39) 
Chapter 9: Boats (page 40) 
Chapter 10: Untitled (pages 41-42) March 2, 1948 
Chapter 11: Untitled (pages 43-47) 
Chapter 12: The Days of Romance, 1900-1915 (pages 48-52) 
Chapter 13: Smells (pages 53-54) 
Chapter 14: [Smells, continued] (pages 55-60) 
Chapter 15: Sights of People (pages 61-64) 
Chapter 16: [Childhood] (pages 65-69) 
Chapter 17: Untitled (pages 70-80) 
 
[Avalon Town]. Circa 1948 and after. Manuscript in pencil, approximately 203 pages on loose 
leaf lined paper. Some page numbers are omitted, others are supplemented with pages bearing 
number/letter combinations (e.g., 92, 92A, 92B, 92-C 1-13). Divided as follows, with numbered 
chapters giving way to a topical scheme:  
Chapter 1: Untitled (pages 1-16a) 
Chapter 2: Untitled (pages 17-40; also photocopies duplicating pages 30-40) 
[Lacuna: pages 41-81] 
Banning Era: (pages 81A-82) 
[According to note page 83 blank and removed] 
A vital part of Avalon: (page 84) 
Yellowtail: (pages 85-86A) 
Fishing: (pages 87-92C13) 
Banning Era/Knowles at the Isthmus: (Pages 93-99B) 
Avalon in ’92: (pages 100-100A) 
[Lacuna: pages 101-120] 
Hunting: pages 121-124 
Glass Bottom Boats: pages 125-131 
Submarine Gardens: pages 132-136 
Aquarium: pages 137-147 



Sugar Loaf: pages 147A-147F 
Summer: page 147G 
Summer and the Santa Catalina Island Band: pages 148-159 
[Lacuna: pages 160-180] 
Summer: page 181 
[According to note 2 or 3 pages removed] 
Staging: pages 184-193 
Open Port: pages 194-198 
First Wireless Station: page 199 
Newspapers: page 200 
Winter: pages 201-220 
Life at Catalina: pages 221-232 
This manuscript combines a narrative with research notes. On page 7B Loud cites W.W. 
Robinson’s Land in California, published in 1948. Closer study is needed to determine if this and 
the preceding manuscript comprise a larger work. 
 
By-Laws & Notes 1908: Avalon Improvement Assoc. from J.McClanahan [title written on 
envelope holding the papers]. Circa 1959 [by date on envelope], manuscript in ink, 25 pages, 
except for page 1 written on blank versos of sheets of letterhead.  
These are manuscript copies made by Loud, of documents dating to a half-century earlier. The 
letterheads are: Fred C. Hawes, California Assembly 1929; California Research Corporation (O.S. 
Loud as Secretary); and the Patent Law Association of San Francisco (Oliver S. Loud as Vice 
President). 
 
Diary for 1959. Manuscript in ballpoint ink and pencil, 186 pages, written in 1953 day 
planner/diary. Later yellow highlighting and sticky notes. 
 
Other written/printed material 
 
Holder, Charles Frederick. An isle of summer: Santa Catalina Island. 14 pages + folding map, 7 
full-page and smaller halftone photographic illustrations in pagination, pictorial wrappers. 
Creased down middle, old clear tape repairs to spine and front wrapper.  
Offprint from The Californian magazine, December 1892. Contemporary stamp on rear 
wrapper: “W.M. Hunt, Shells, Curios, Minerals. Island Views. Santa Catalina Is., - California.” 
Penciled notation on front wrapper by Loud, stating that she paid $5.00 for it at a New York 
book shop. 
 
Holder. Second copy of the above, lacking map and wrappers. Penciled notation on last page by 
Loud: “From Miss Geneva Wheeler.” Both copies housed in envelope addressed from Wheeler 
(La Puente) to Loud (Avalon), year on postmark indistinct. 
 
MacLean, John Douglas. Autograph letter signed. Avalon, August 30, 1896, 8 pages on 2 folded 
sheets. Written to his wife, Winnie Sarah Morris, two months before their wedding. MacLean 
and Morris are the parents of Catherine MacLean Loud. 



Meighan, Clement W. The Little Harbor site, Catalina Island: an example of ecological 
interpretation in archaeology. 23 pages, photographic illustrations in text, printed wrappers, 
bound into red cloth. 
Offprint from American Antiquity, April 1959. 
 
Robinson, Will W. The Island of Santa Catalina. Los Angeles: Title Guarantee and Trust 
Company, 1941. [48] pages, map and illustrations by Irene Robinson in pagination, pictorial 
wrappers.  
With Loud’s signature in ink on front wrapper and her pencil annotations in text.  
 
 
Photographs (19 total) 
 
Avalon 
 
Avalon. Taken from inland looking east toward the center of the harbor. Albumen on cabinet 
card mount. Los Angeles: Bertrand Views and Portraits, [1889]. 
On the verso is a notation in pencil: “Avalon 1889?” The Congregational Church of Avalon is 
seen under construction at lower right; historical sources agree that the church was built in that 
year. 
 
Copy photograph of the above, silver gelatin. Los Angeles: C.C. Pierce & Co., Photographers, 
[1930s?]. 
 
Avalon. Taken from a vantage point nearly identical to the above. Albumen on cabinet card 
mount. Los Angeles: Herve Friend, [circa 1890]. 
On the verso is a notation in pencil: “Geneva & A. Wheeler’s.” In this view the church has been 
completed, and a house with a fenced yard erected across Metropole from the church. 
 
Avalon. Taken from a vantage point close to the above two views, but slightly to the south 
(perhaps 100 feet). Titled in image “From Sugar Loaf to Abalone Pt., Avalon, Santa Catalina Isl.” 
Silver gelatin on cabinet card mount. Los Angeles: C.B. Waite, [early 1890s].  
Several wood-frame buildings have risen along Metropole since the taking of the prior photo, 
and a substantial tent city has risen south of Metropole. 
 
Avalon. Taken from a vantage point similar to all of the above views, but closer in and turned 
slightly southeast. Silver gelatin on mount. The mount is printed “Howland and Chadwick, 
Photographic Supplies, Kodak Headquarters, 211 South Main Street, Los Angeles, California.” 
This may be a fine amateur photograph. On the verso is a notation in ink and pencil: “Avalon, 
about 1905.” 
 
Avalon. Taken from the south overlooking Avalon Bay, showing two piers and no Casino. [1909-
1918]. Silver gelatin on paper (probably a copy photograph). 
 



Avalon. First Casino under construction. [1918]. Copy photograph.  
 
Avalon. Hand-tinted silver gelatin photograph on mount, identified in pencil on verso: “1925 
from Roderick. Overlooking Lover’s Cove and facing East to Abalone Pt.” 
 
Avalon. Loud wrote in ink on reverse: “Furniture factory and lumber yard, Avalon, Santa 
Catalina Island, Calif., Dec., 1927. Foto [sic] by Rev. LaRue C. Watson.” Copy photograph dated 
February 1959. 
 
MacLean Family 
 
Silver gelatin photograph mounted on cabinet card, identified in pencil on verso: “At Sugar Loaf, 
Avalon, S.C. Island., Calif., 1890.” Catherine Loud’s father, John D. MacLean, is at the upper right 
center of the group of 8 people and a dog. 
 
Another photograph taken on the same excursion. John D. MacLean is seated atop a rock 
outcrop. Damaged. 
 
Albumen photograph mounted on cabinet card, identified in felt tip on verso: “John D. 
MacLean, others unknown, Picnic, Avalon Canyon.” There are seven people in the picture 
including a girl on a rope swing.  
 
Silver gelatin photograph mounted on card half the size of a cabinet card. Identified in pencil on 
verso: “’Hero’ caught the rope from the ‘Hermosa’ & Winnie S. Morris later MacLean, on the 
pier.” Hero appears to be the same dog as in the Sugar Loaf photograph above. ‘Hermosa’ was 
a Banning-built vessel that went into service in 1889, ferrying tourists between San Pedro and 
Avalon. 
 
Silver gelatin photograph identified in pencil on verso: “1901. John D. & Winnie Morris MacLean 
with Marguerite and Catherine leaving town for Middle Ranch to build Wm. Banning’s house 
there.” Copy photograph. 
 
Silver gelatin photograph mounted on card half the size of a cabinet card. Identified in pencil 
and ballpoint on verso. “7-8-06 home finished MacLalla” [pencil, older] “Home begun late Nov. 
1905. Home finished July 7, 1906, named ‘MacLalla’ by John Douglas MacLean who built it for 
his family.” 
 
Silver gelatin photograph showing Catherine MacLean as a teenaged girl in a swimsuit, along 
with two young men. The background appears to be the Sugar Loaf area. 
 
Formal studio portrait of Catherine MacLean, taken by G. Edwin Williams of Los Angeles. 
Identified in pencil on verso: “Catherine MacLean in training at the Hospital of the Good 
Samaritan, 1919, Los Angeles, Calif.” She is pictured in a nurse’s uniform. 
 



Candid shot of Catherine Loud on the porch of the “MacLalla” house, apparently having fallen 
asleep while reading. Silver gelatin, pencil identification on verso. In the background are Avalon 
buildings and a steamer giving off a plume of smoke. 
 
Other 
 
Silver gelatin photograph of a young man and two boys, standing on a pier beneath a comic 
sign: “Ebbtide Co. Off the Ismus by Xmas we hope.” Identified in pencil on verso: “Summer 
1938, Sidney Jerome Glenar, b. 1903, Sid John Glenar b. 1930, Michael Toomey b. 1931.” 
 
 
Objects 
 
Movado wristwatch, case engraved C.W.M. LOUD. Housed in Hamilton watch case. 
 
Monogram pin, housed in case with the Movado watch. 
 
Spoon, silver plate, marked “Fenway Hall.” Old gummed label in bowl reads “Fenway Hall Spoon 
for Cat. Museum. Used by Mrs. Lavinie Saum 1893-1916 at Avalon. Gift of granddaughter Opal 
C. Concienne to Catherine Loud.” 
 
Five bracelets, three pair of earrings and a pendant, on cards labeled “Native Rock Jewelry, 
Made at Camp Emerald Bay, B.S.A.” 
 
Santa Catalina Island. 
6 Tea towels, linen, hand-screened originals by Craftex of California. As new. Blue, green, teal, 
red and yellow. Some with Avalon maps, others with maps of the whole island. 
 
Santa Catalina Island. 
2 packages Catalina Island paper coasters, disposable. They portray Avalon Bay. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


